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RE: TRANSIENT SEX OFFENDERS



Dear Commissioners:

The Florida Action Committee (FAC) is a not-for-profit public safety advocacy organization. We write
concerning the homeless encampment on NW 715 Street and 36™ Court in Miami. Our concern is both
for the individuals who were legislated into homelessness and forced to live there, as well as the
community in those areas in which they are clustered.

As you have undoubtedly heard in recent newsMtPIBIEl an encampment of over 250 registered
individuals are living outdoors, along active railroad tracks and without water or sanitation. Ron Book,
of the Miami-Dade Homeless Trust has apparently been charged with solving this problem.

Although Mr. Book denied knowledge of the inhumane conditions there until just over a week ago, that
seems unlikely, considering it is the subject of a Federal Lawsuit brought against the County in 2014,
and was featured in the documentary film “Untouchable”, which also featured Mr. Book.

Regardless, the current situation is a rehash of the eviction of registrants from the River Park Trailer
Park (by the Homeless Trust) in 201351 their eviction from Shorecrest (by the installation of the “Little
River Pocket Park”) in 20121 and the infamous eviction of sex offenders from under the Julia Tuttle
Causeway in 2010.[1 Each time, the same scenario; with the same result; with the same individual
steering the ship.

It’s time to put a decade of health, public safety and human rights tragedies to rest. As commissioners,
you have a responsibility to act in the best interest of this County and before spending more money and
resources on a plan that has failed repeatedly, you should investigate whether the current policy is
working.

L http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article168569977.html

2 https://www.local10.com/news/local-10-investigates/homeless-registered-sex-offenders-set-up-camp-near-hialeah
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7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julia_ Tuttle Causeway sex offender colony
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While a law that excludes registered sex offenders from living within 2500 feet of a school between
10PM and 6AM may seem logical (at least for school children who take night classes), study after study
has proven Sex Offender Residency Restrictions (SORRS) are ineffective, counter-productive and work
against efforts to rehabilitate offenders. [1 [°]

The premise for SORRSs are based on myths,'% such as high recidivism rates (when in fact, recidivism
is amongst the lowest of any offender class), stranger danger (in fact, more than 9/10 victims know their
offenders) and the belief that there is a correlation between offending and proximity to schools (there is
none). Even law enforcement and probation oppose SORRs!**because it makes their job more difficult.

SORRSs cause homelessness and an increased likelihood of violating registrationt*? and absconding.[*®!
The negative impacts of SORRs are felt not only by the registrant but their families, including their own
children(** and the communities into which they are clustered.

With over a decade of empirical research under our belts, it is time to balance the salutary effects (if any)
of this ordinance against the obvious deleterious effects and question whether SORRs are wasting
valuable and scarce resources that could otherwise be spent on prevention(*® or other County budgetary
needs.

We strongly encourage you to repeal the ordinance.

Sincerely,

s/

Gail Colletta, President

The Florida Action Committee, Inc.
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